oufth annua[

JUNK.

{mk

WHERE: Pﬂb rove Hmm§ District
WHEN - 5a+urda(/ ¢ 5undag Seplember 17 € 13
WH\/7 FDV the HCHG\/I]L/-- @{ampeys On /%/

—'-'Qoo.oo'( ——
e COMcxj [wu/es joa Dini's Luok\/ CLug 1n z/amwrm\l
loo om Saturday. Late-tomers ask direcfions at

Luakx/ C‘,fub E bllowo markers 4 site.

)i Dry Camf 5an|ons wod'er & shevel a) / |

= Trailers & Mobor Homes not recommended ;  oain D IrHciS
w.H\ campers & high clearance autos OK.

— Prin L{our own Eood. BoozE, WATER, ete, . (wl frailer
will/be available .For owr use.

e v JUNK. rsl— +lM€K5 JD mcdude bad ¢
!Pa\‘csr HF‘:F:A'JQQ ¢ hareoal fof ook fraller. ; i

gacmmeu? 4 Kgn_g,,____ ’«]—ernlu},
\7 Toa BB — 1 Lt }uﬁ e Spnngs

garalncr ville

g}ocuon'\ / l‘?,;:j’ J YERQWQTON

| 220 om Ot

Jac\(son S
N \“%——’/(Ndh'nﬁhn

W %) E 0‘ 6&’1:13&()&‘,’
2

’ eisho P




FREMONT - CARSON TRAIL
AND
PINE GROVE MINING DISTRICT

To the south, as far as the eye can see, are the Pine Grove Hills,
discovered sewmwewsed by explorer John C, Fremont and his guide,

Kit Carson, in 1844, The road running south was a part of Fremont's
trail and was later the route of the Carson-Aurora Overland Stage.
The Pine Grove Hills were opened up to mining in 1866 and the camp
of Wilsonville was established, Two years later, Wilsonville

became Pine Grove. Rockland, éhree miles southeast of Pine Grove,
was established in 1868, The mines supporting both camps have

gone from boom to bust several times and the communities are
considered "ghost towns" today.
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PINE GROVE, NEVADA

The best-preserved building in Pine Grove was apparently once a businesss head-
quarters, for a rusty safe lay just outside. A ruined picket fence surrounded the house,
covervd with withered hop vines.  One of the vines still showed life, a forforn sprig in the
dend town. AL ane side of the door was a faded typewritten notice. “You are welcome Lo

live here but please do not tear down.”

Another building, the cookhouse, had several layers of paper on its walls, tattered
and peeling ofl . The first layer was of newspapers, mainly the San Franseisco Chronicle
and Waorld Report. These carried the dates from 1891 to 1897. Over this was fancy im-
ported wallpaper. Later newpapers covered the torn elegance and the latest of these
were dated in the early 30’s,

The original discovery of gold in the area was in 1866. Within a year, Pine Grove
had 300 people. There were three mills shipping $10,000 in gold bullion every week,
The population continued to expand, then dwindled, grew again and, about the time the
Ciney wallpaper was added, in the 1880°3, was al its height. The last small flurry occurred
when the latest newspapers were pasted on the walls to keep out the cold winter winds.
With the 1930's went the last inhabitants and Pine Grove has become a true Ghost.

HENIRG ROooM IN
BOARDINGHOU SE seems
ready 1o serve meall How-
vorr, acenmafated  dust of
NIy Yeirs favers talile
el Hoor has 1w inches of
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PINFGROVE SCIHOOL, i«
willhin 2000 feet ol stamp
mill, Pinegrove permitted
livthe “vrough <ooll™ hevcanse
of wignbile proaporciion ol
childven, Siope e miners
wenl loo nearhy Hoek Tl
for “he Ll raising,” there

besing several <aloons gl

Bnwaly honses there,

IMPRESSIVE, STONI
RUINS of onev hinsy gen
cral store. Ocenpying con
tral position e original
lowntion ol Pinegrone, 3
<llered by Dater penmval
ol b cectmn hinll g
mile up canyon where
In tghouse amd <ehonl
reman, Povtal now <ipmilds
alone, looking oul on

searred aned torn by mine

aperalions,




ROCKLAND, NEVADA

Joseph Wilson had  an exciting life on the
ranches and in the mines of Nevada, He dicd ol
ninety-four, leaving voluminous noles and memoirs
nmong them the story of the founding of Pine Grove
and its newer, smaller neighbor, Rockland. "On Sep-
tember lirst of 1863, he wrote, “my father, David
Wilson, and uncle William  Wilson, bought (he
squatter’s rights to the Wheeler larm, consisting of
4,000 acres, for $2,000."

This was unsurveyed land on which Pat Wheel-
er and his seven sons had squatled under Ulah law
in 1860, on the west fork of the Walker river in the
cxtreme south end of Mason valley., The Wheelers
had erected earth boundary mounds, three vears
being allowed o Tence the land, Onee on il voung

Willzim Wilson wias eager (o go prospeching in

I'ine Grove mountains, meluded an the ranch, 1
hix older hrother and only persiaded him to o
help get part of the and ander caltivation and
a herd of cattle. David, however, was  just

anxious to find out aboul mineral wealth and
lowed his voung brother o saddle a horse onee
while and have a look around.

Of the Paiute Indians who came to the o
begging food, most persistent was a family b
Hog-or-Dic Jim who sometimes chopped woo,
wile Hog-or-110 Mary who did the washing |
therr son “Bummer Charlie”™ who “never did o
thing uselul™. To this Tamily, Hog-or-Die nu
something hike “eal high on the hog or starve

MILL WAS ONCE much more extensive. Fire, brdising weight of snows, vondals and time have all taken 1oll. Stone walls

date from earliest period, cement foundations coming later.
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CONE OFf NUT PINE Pinus Mono-
phylla, showing several "nuts™ snll
attached. Cones are formed during
small

suiimiet,  remain as prickly
balls until following season when
growth v rapid. Late in second

wmmer green cone is solid, hard
ond dripping with sparkling, clear,
fragrant pitch or resin, In Septem-
ber they begin te open and shed
MHuts were once staple ar
ticle of dhet for Indians who beat
sticks 1o bring  cones
down Fire was built aver heaps of
coney which cavsed quick opening
of seales and release of nuts. Heot

wedy

limibay  with

a'so dissipated smoll quantity of

turpentine which mode unroosted

nuts biter ond inedib'e,

When they came to the ranch one day, David
hiad no wood to be chopped so brought out a chunk
{ gold ore showing definite flecks of tha yellow
netal, He asked Hog-or-Die Jim in a jumble of
Foute and sign language: “Do you know where
there is any more rock like this?” The Indian indi-
cited he dhd and pointed out a location in the hills
above the ranch, three and a half miles south of Mt.
Ftna in the Pine Grove mountains.,

David now turned William loose with abandon
and after some diligent search he found a gold de-
posit. The Wilsons then gave their full attention to
miming From the time the find was made in 1866 to
ahout 1H71T Pine Grove developed to a0 population
of over 1OOO. The three original arrastras owned
hw Portnguese Joe grew 1o several power stamp
mills using steian from: botlers fired by nut pine
wood . The ore wis known as “frec-nnlhing ™, the
vastest type of work, needed only 1o be washed and
crshied i starees. In later yvears a0 mill was built
o rework some of the waste, but most of the gold

ol been recovered by the eruder method.

The town was a boisterous one. ( Ed: this infor
mation differs sharply  from that gathered carlier

which dechied  the Wilsons to be "Blue Nose™,

7

meaning  intolerant of drinking or gambling, that
miners went to nearby Rockland for diversion ). See
I’ine Grove, WestTerN GHosT Towns. Juseph Wilson
relates that Pine Grove had two sections, that “there
were five saloons in the upper part and three in the

v

lower,, with a dance hall in the middle”. There were
also three hotels, Wells Fargo office and a large
general store. The barber shop and shoeshine parlor
was operated by a colored man who charged fifty
cents for a haircut, twenty-five for a shine. The post
office charged threec cents for sending a letter in
competition with the express company which charg-
ed an exhorbitant five.

With so many people drawn to an area where
a few yvears before there had been no one, the
surrounding  lalls got  a examination  for
precious metals, And in 1869 n Pine Grove resident,
a Mr. Keene, found o rich vein of silver and gold
three and o half miles from his home. As quickly as

close

he could he built a quartz mill in Bridgeport Can-
von just below his mine. He called the lively little
town that grew up around the nune and mill Rock-
land, presumably for the fantastic and beautiful red
rock ¢liffs towering over the location.

Keene had trouble keeping his expenses below
his money intake. His men were paid irregularly



LITTLE ROCKLAND LODGING HOUSE, onen pounied haght redd, iy faded but still wpright. In back s large sleeping pore
open lo bresrer which at thiv altitude are comiderable and the snows which are desp and long loating, Nul pines sho

needle arrangement and bark texture

and when no money was forthcoming they set up a
howl, One in particular, a Mr. Rhodes, trouble
maker at best, threatened to get even and when
Keene was away raising money for the payroll,
Rhodes set fire to the mill. He was arrested, con-
victed of arson and sent fo the state prison. Keene
got deeper in debt, finally lost control of the mine
and ex-Gov. Blaisedell tried his hand at operating
it and also failed. Then . D Lane stepped in, got
some ore oul but he too was unsuceessful. “I'he mine
was deserted and Tom Flynn staved on as watch-
man for years, at length buying an interest in the
claim and running some ore through the null,

During this period a boulder showing chunks of
gold and weighing several hundred pounds was
found nearby. It assayed $500 to the ton and creat-
cd great excitement. The chunk was delinitely o
huge picce of float from some rich lode near the
nren. Hordes  of
source but all failed and Rockland seliled back o

prospectors tried 1o locale Lhe

doze again.

The Lyon Counrty Times of Nov, 24, 1804, re

nY

ported this item: FATAL ACCIDENT AT
GROVE. Last Monday morning between 8
John Redding, who was working on the Wil
mg dump in Pine Grove, was caved upon and
under tons of dirt. As soon as the accident hap
a {orce of men bhegan to dig for the unfort
man. After several tons of dirt had been re
the body was found but life had been erushe
ol il T'he deceased was o native of Missour
206 and enme to Nevada about b vears ago, 1le
a Iather, three sisters and two brothers, The |
took place Thursday at the Grove and was |
allended.”

By 1948 Tom Flynn was thoroughly discor
little
the mountain gr

over his property, cleaned his cabn

headed his old ear down
think things over in lown mavbe rise mn
ahandon the pesky thing, Just ns Flynn dros
the cnnyon where the road in the defile s ey
Iv steep, rocky and narrow, a torrent of ran he
lermed os o Uwater spont’ strack the o b

The deduge of mueddy waler Taok aul all o



ol voad and cvwed Flynn and the car down into The decision had been reached, Tom Flynn kept

the guleh® He spent fourteen hours, he said, in driving on to leave his now inaccessible perch in the
reaching the town, No mind searching was needed. Pine Grove mountains to the buzzards.

MINER'S CABIN s typical of most homes remoming in Rockland and other mountain mining comps. This one seemed 1o
belong 1o banle collector. Photo way mode i Augus! and shows nut pie cones in windiows, having fallen during gales of

pevious winder All nuls hoave been hovested by squirrels, birds, mice and other rodents
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